
The 3rd European Congress of Chemical
Regions took place on the 6 October 2005
in Milan in order to discuss joint challen-
ges of the chemical regions together with
high-level representatives from politics,
science and industry. More than 300 parti-
cipants gathered in the Fiera di Milano
to discuss key aspects of industrial and
environmental policy, which directly affect
the chemical industry and the chemical
regions. Main topics of the congress have
been the contribution of the chemical
industry for the sustainable development
in Europe, new perspectives of the REACH
proposal, European Research and Inno-
vation in chemical regions and the future
shape of EU structural funds.
Prof. Adriano de Maio, Representative of
the President for High Education, Research
and Innovation of Lombardy Region 
welcomed the participants of the Congress
in the name of Roberto Formigoni, Presi-
dent of the Region by highlighting the
leading role of the chemical industry in his
region. An important challenge for the
chemical regions is the strengthening of
research excellence and innovation capa-
cities in order to strengthen the compe-
titiveness of the industry.
In the framework of the Congress the
ECRN has adopted the “Milan declaration”
which stresses the joint position in the
area of European research and innovation,
Growth and regional development as well
as sustainable development.A special focus
is given to the ongoing REACH debate

that is of major importance for the net-
work.The ECRN considered that the results
of the votes of the European Parliament’s
Environment Committee do not solve yet
problems of bureaucracy and workability
of the new regulation for the future chemi-
cals policy in Europe. “The European
Chemical Regions Network always advoca-
ted a fundamental revision of the REACH
proposal of the European Commission in
order to make it workable and more SME
friendly.” said the President of the network
and Minister for Economy and Labour of
Saxony-Anhalt, Dr. Horst Rehberger.
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ECRN Presidium Meeting

• 22. December 2005
Maastricht, Netherlands

ECRN Working Group Meeting

• 9./10. February 2006
Piedmont, Italy

4th European Congress 

of Chemical Regions

• November 2006
Tarragona, Spain



On the 23rd September 2005 the Ministry of
Economic Affairs and Energy invited
stakeholders of the chemical industry in
North Rhine-Westphalia (NRW) to the sec-
ond Regional Partnership Meeting (RPM)
within the European Chemical Regions
Network (ERCN). Some 130 participants
from companies, associations, regional
development authorities and science insti-
tutions responded to the invitation.
As introductory speech Mrs. Christa
Thoben, Minister of Economic Affairs and
Energy stressed the position of the newly
elected government of NRW in regard 
to the chemicals policy and the actual
REACH debate. Mr. Karl-Uwe Buetof,
head of department of branch and indus-
trial politics within the ministry and
ECRN vice-president, introduced the
speakers and their topics.
In the centre of the meeting a manageable
new European chemicals regulation was
located. Simulations in NRW and the
European Union had given useful hints 
on this regulation, e.g. in terms of exposi-
tion and application criteria or with 
regard to pre-registration. Highest topi-

cality experienced the meeting by MEP
Hartmut Nassauer, one of the architects of

the REACH compromise in the European
Parliament. He showed, at first hand,
where “the journey would go”, for example
in regard to less data requests in the lower
volume tonnage range. All participants
agreed on the necessity and benefit of
such simulations as tools for the assess-
ment of consequences and risks of com-
plex legislative procedures.
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map exercise REACH” 

Over 80 Delegates from Local Authorities,
the Chemical Industry and Support Orga-
nisations, attended the Development Ini-
tiative for Chemical Industry Dependent
Areas (DICIDA) Conference on 24 and 
25 November 2005. There were three
themes; 1. Competitiveness REACH and
Climate Change; 2. Economic Drivers 
to Improve Business Performance and 
3. Energy for Now and the Future.
Representatives from the European Com-
mission, a British Trade Association and a
representative from an SME, presented
information on REACH and the SPORT
project. Details were provided on the work

and study issues of the ECRN Network. A
Department of Trade and Industry repre-
sentative and SempCorp gave their views
on economic drivers and information was
presented on the Northern Way.
Industry faces three particular challenges
with regard to energy; 1. Climate Change,
2. Security of Supply and 3. Cost. Presen-
tations and discussions took place on each
of these aspects of Energy Policy. It will
remain an important area of work for both
DICIDA and ECRN members. Copies of
presentations from the Conference will be
made available soon on the DICIDA web-
site at www.teesvalley-jsu.gov.uk.

Regional Partnership 
Meeting in NRW
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DICIDA Conference 
“The Future – The Way Forward”



Lombardy Region has proposed the study
“Science & Industry” in order to stimulate
ECRN Members to an international com-
parison and sharing of Best Practices.This
proposed action aims at creating a trans-
national information tool, which could
increase ECRN operational capabilities on
governing the Science-Industry relation-
ship at a European level and at identifying
possible initiatives that can be promoted
inside the ECRN, giving the user a detailed
picture of the situation in each participa-
ting Region.
This study, coordinated by Lombardy,
is characterized by a large voluntarily
adhesion from other participants of the
network such as Lower Saxony (D), North
Rhine Westphalia (D); Saxony-Anhalt (D);
Asturias (ES); Catalonia (ES); Huelva (ES);
Piedmont (I); Limburg (NL); Masowia (PL)
and North East of England (UK).
The tool chosen and used is a question-
naire made of two main parts:
• the first one dealt with data collection for

the creation of the information system;
• the second one included suggestions to

individuate Best Practices.
Referring to the first part the question-
naire sent to the involved partners divided
logically the data requested between:
• Offer (“Science”), where have been

included data referring to:
– Regional Universities;

– Pure Public Research Centres, Expe-
rimental Stations and Private/Public
R&D Centres;

• Demand (“Industry”), where questions
have been focused over the regional in-
dustrial tissue with specific information
about required qualified chemistrystaff,
in order to confront it with the Offer.

The third section of this initial part of the
study has been called “Tech-Transfer” and
intends to present some other relevant 
territorial data related to the existence of
service-structures as Scientific & Techno-
logical Parks, Incubators and Business
Innovation Centres and Financial actors
active in chemistry. Finally, in the second
part of the study, the questionnaire aims 
at identify Regional Best Practices devel-
oped and promoted by each one of the
ECRN Members. Main reference area of
the analysis has been the available Regio-
nal Support Schemes for Technological
Transfers.
The study will be finalised by the end of
the year. The upcoming dissemination of
results should be used to identify areas for
interregional cooperation.

“Strengthen Cooperation 
between Science and Industry”

3

E
C

R
N

•
S

pe
ci

al

CONTACT

• Paolo Manes
Sviluppo Chimica SpA
� P.Manes@sviloppochimica.it

ECRN – Links

• European Chemical Regions Network
www.ecrn.net

• Saxony-Anhalt (Germany) – Lead Partner
www.sachsen-anhalt.de

• North Rhine-Westphalia (Germany)
www.nrw.de

• Tees Valley Joint Strategy Unit (UK)
www.teesvalley-jsu.gov.uk

• Government of Catalonia (Spain)
www.gencat.net

• Voivodeship of Masowia (Polen)
www.mazovia.pl

• Province of Limburg (The Netherlands)
www.limburg.nl

• Lower Saxony (Germany)
www.niedersachsen.de

• Piedmont Region (Italy)
www.regione.piemonte.it

• Country Council of Huelva (Spain)
www.diphuelva.es

• Lombardy Region Government (Italy)
www.artigianato.regione.lombardia.it

• Ida-Viru Country Government (Estonia)
www.ivmv.ee

• Principality of Asturias (Spain)
www.idepa.es

• Cheshire Country Council (UK)
www.cheshire.gov.uk

• Rhineland Palatinate (Germany)
www.rlp.de

• Schleswig Holstein (Germany)
www.schleswig-holstein.de



E
C

R
N

•
S

pe
ci

al
4

The issue of skills and training is a very
live one in most of the ECRN’s regions.
With the rapid development of the tech-
nology for designing, operating and main-
taining chemical plants, many of these
regions are seeing the need for improve-
ments in the supply and capabilities of
skilled staff to help to maintain competi-
tiveness. This is the important reason
behind the decision of the ECRN to work

on the topic of skills and training. The 
participating regions – Lombardy and
Piedmont (Italy), Asturias (Spain), and the
North West and the Eastern regions of 
the UK (covering the Tyne, Tees and Hum-
ber areas) – are all providing information
towards the study. The information they
provide will be collated by the UK’s North
East as co-ordinating region and then
shared with all the regions of the ECRN.
The characteristics of the chemical indus-
try in each of the participating regions are
different, so we are interested to find out
whether the skills issues and areas for
development of staff and training methods
are as varied. To ensure that the study
reflects the breadth of the industry in each
region, it will cover all types of related
industry, including pharmaceuticals and
the growing biotechnology sector. And
since the industry depends so heavily on
external services, important skills issues in
the directly supporting sectors such as
engineering and construction will be

included where information is available.
The study is being based on question-
naires currently being completed by each
region. Each area will give an overview 
of the essential features of its regional
industry, and identify the most important
skills-related problems it faces, both
immediately and as forecast for the more
distant future. The regions will go on to
explain how they probe their own most
pressing issues, and how links with educa-
tors and training providers operate to pro-
vide the solutions both to staffing and
skills needs.
An important feature of the approach is to
discover the most important topics being
addressed in each region, so that each can
benefit from the exchange of good prac-
tice.The final report will bring these to the
fore, and propose ways in which the next
stage of the project to address skills issues
can be taken forward. Early results from
some of the participating regions are indi-
cating that in the UK at least, the work of
the Regional Chemical Cluster organisa-
tions is particularly important in the iden-
tification and investigation of skills targets,
and in the coordination and development
of projects to address them. Bringing extra
numbers into training young people for
careers in the industry, as well as refresh-
ing the skills of the existing work-force is
also a common theme. Major projects such
as ‘CATCH’, a facility on Humberside for
training process and maintenance techni-
cians on real plant equipment, are emerg-
ing as important contributions to the solu-
tion of skills needs.

Exchanging Information on Skills

CONTACT

• Lynne Brear
Tees Valley JSU
� lynne.brear@teesvalley-jsu.

gov.uk

ECRN Working Group Meeting in Tees Valley, UK
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European chemical companies are current-
ly implementing high-cost preventive and
corrective environmental measures. Some
of these investments can be related to new
and increasingly restrictive regulations that
are coming into force, due to growing con-
cerns about environment and health pro-
tection. As a result, the competitiveness of
chemical regions may be hindered.
Therefore the ECRN has undertaken a
benchmark study on Environment and
Legislation, aimed at analysing to what
extent environmental and health pro-
tection issues could become a new legal
obstacle for the competitiveness of chemi-
cal regions. The objective is to identify 
the mentioned environmental issues and
how regions and companies manage this
situation. The study is coordinated by
Catalonia, with the participation of Ida
Viru and Asturias, although the contribu-
tions of other regions with a longer expe-
rience on restrictive environmental regu-
lations will also be taken into account.
The study is developed through question-
naires distributed to a representative sam-
ple of chemical companies in each region
and direct interviews with experts and
industry associations.The data collected by
this way will serve as a basis for further dis-
cussion and debate with member regions.
The set of questions deals with recent
investments on environmental preventive
or corrective measures and the reasons that
have driven companies to implement these
measures, specifically those introduced
due to environment legislation changes or
to the adaptation to new legislation in the
short and medium term. In order to cover
a wide range of topics these questions

concern topics such as IPPC regulations
and permits, challenges to comply with
BAT, waste minimisation and treatment,
availability and cost of waste management
facilities, emissions of VOC and other
gaseous pollutants, ground and ground-
water pollution and remediation as well as
fulfilment of the Kyoto Protocol. Some
additional questions about the perception
of environmental costs and access to
advanced technologies of environment
impact reduction in comparison with other
European countries are also included.
Although data still are gathered (the study
is expected to be completed by February
2006) there are some preliminary conclu-
sions: As expected, most of the measures
adopted by chemical firms have a close
relation with environmental legislation
and a relevant number of them are closely
related to process optimization. However,
some projects regarding specific areas are
implemented solely on improvement of
public image grounds. On the other hand
it has been pointed out that big companies
work well in advance in order to be better
prepared to legislation changes. Finally,
concerning projects related with BAT
implementation, results indicate that they
concern basically the reduction of gas
emissions and liquid effluents and that
bigger enterprises have much better the
knowledge about them.
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“Environment and Legislation”

CONTACT

• Eduard Figuerola
Generalitat Catalonia
� efiguerola@gencat.net
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The objective of the study is to understand
the main problems and opportunities in
each region and to assess the best way to
bring back underused and derelict land
into some form of beneficial use. This will
involve different approaches depending
on the nature of the ground, level of con-
tamination and potential for land reuse.
There are however many sites where this
will be impractical for technical, financial
and community interest reasons. In this
case the best that can be achieved is likely
to involve some form of greening and
where appropriate availability for public
access. The partners in the project are
Estonia, North Rhine Westphalia, Lom-
bardy, Huelva and North West and North
East England.
The results so far show that although there
are many common themes there are also in
many cases significant differences. For
instance for Estonia there are particular
problems from the period of Russian 
domination when land was generally state
owned. Wastes/Contaminations originate
from armament industries. The result is
that the responsibilities for the contamina-
tion of sites that now are privately owned is
in many cases difficult to allocate.

The study is emphasising that the best way
forward for the reuse of sites is through
the establishment of partnerships between
Local/Regional authorities, land owners
and the appropriate responsible Environ-
mental Agencies.
One of the main benefits from the study
will be the collection of information on
work that has already been carried out. It

is important to understand the successes
and in some cases partial failures of the
work that already has been completed. By
sharing this experience between areas
with common interests it will be possible
to assess the best practicable way to
improve land. In particular being able to
contact the responsible brownfield man-
ager directly  will ensure that the practical
aspects of the work can be shared to
achieve cost savings. There has already
been an example where experience in
North West England could be very rele-
vant for a site in NRW.

A section of the study considers which
Regional and EU policies help and which
hinder land reclamation work. Informa-
tion supplied is showing the potential long
term liabilities for many sites is a major
discouragement for the transfer of owner-
ship.This is particularly the case if the site
includes old landfills and lagoons. There
needs to be some mitigation of the risks
for the new owner. In certain regions the
local community is able d to take on the
long term responsibility for sites. This is a
great advantage compared to regions
where local authorities, mostly because of
economic reasons are not willing to take
on such responsibilities.

CONTACT

• Mark Pembleton
Cheshire County
� mark.pembleton@cheshire.

gov.uk



Cheshire County Council is a Local
Government Organisation representing
the North West of England – Cumbria,
Lancashire, Manchester and Merseyside,
on the European Chemical Regions
Network (ECRN) and the UK’s DICIDA
(Development Initiative for Chemical
Industry Dependent Areas) network.
Cheshire stands between the West
Midlands and the conurbations of
Manchester and Liverpool and is sur-
rounded by strong natural boundaries:
the Mersey Valley to the North: the
Pennines to the East and South East, and
Welsh mountains to the West. Covering
over 2,300 square kilometres, Cheshire is
a diverse and historic area both socially
and economically, and has 1 million peo-
ple living within its borders, equating to
15% of the North West’s population.
Cheshire has the most successful econo-
my in the North West. It is the UK’s fifth
best performing sub-region in GVA
(Gross Value Added) terms, with econom-
ic output per head of around 27% above
the regional average, and 13% above the
national average. The sector currently
provides half of Cheshire’s manufactur-
ing output and is of key importance to
Cheshire’s economy with 139 companies
employing 14,000 personnel directly, and
supporting a further 56,000 indirectly.
The industry generates annual sales of 3
billion euros, with over half of its produc-
tion being exported.
Cheshire is home to Shell Global
Solutions, previously Shell Research
which is spearheading the development
of new bio-fuels, bio-lubes and low-sul-
phur fuels and is also at the hub of a rap-

idly developing life science and clinical
community. Additionally it  is home to
Astra Zeneca’s main European Research
and Development facility and its second
largest manufacturing plant.
Cheshire is still synonymous with innova-
tion and cutting edge development and is
home to some of the industry’s most
dynamic and successful companies
including: Shell Chemicals, Shell UK Oil
Products Ltd, Ineos Chlor, Kemira
Growhow Ltd, Associated Octel, Brunner
Mond, CIBA Speciality Chemicals, Hay
Chemicals, Cabot Carbon, British Salt,
Solvay Speciality Chemicals, DSM
Resins.

FACTS & FIGURES

• Population: 1 million.
• Area: 2,343 km2.
• Gross Value Added

(GVA) 24.9 billion
euros.

Chemical Industry

• Number of employees:

14,000
• Turnover: 3 billion

euros.
• Main sectors: Basic

chemicals, Pharma-
ceuticals and Plastics.

Cheshire

United Kingdom

Cheshire

Cumbria

Lancashire Greater
Manchester

Mersey



Piedmont Region is characterised by
396.000 companies (45.000 of the manu-
facturing sector), 122.000 craft businesses,
over 1.700.000 people employed (517.000
in the manufacturing sector). It represents
a hotbed of excellence over a landscape,
which is 38% plains, 33% hills and 29%
mountainous terrain set to be the back-
drop for the 2006 Olympic Winter Games.
One thousand kilometers of motorways,
two thousand of railways with high capac-
ity lines, one international airport located
in the suburb of Turin (two if we consider
also Milano-Malpensa) and another four
on its borders:
Tradition and innovation are the two key
words to understand Piedmont as it looks
to the future: The region is first and fore-
most a "factory of stability", that has shown
how it can develop its own economy not
only in car production but also around the
engineering industry, textiles, chemicals,
food, aerospace and IT. This leadership
has over time built up its industrial credi-
bility and acted as a launching pad for the
development of financial and service
industries. This is the reason behind a
greatly diversified economy in constant
contact with the international markets
(goods and services are exported every
year for 31,000 million Euros).
But this equilibrium must be dynamic:
Piedmont is also the "factory of inno-
vation". 1.3 billion Euros are invested
every year in research and development
(16% of all Italian investment). This means
that Piedmont creates one twelfth of natio-
nal wealth and one sixth of "innovative

thinking". This innovation is seen in 
one hundred research and development
laboratories, a network of Science Parks
throughout the region linked with the
industrial districts and three universities
connected to the most important academic
seats in the world.
Concerning the chemical sector, Piedmont
region employs about 7% of employees in
chemistry at national level.The major share
of  employees and  chemical production as
well as  research is concentrated in Provin-
cia di Novara, that has a common border
with Lombardy Region. Provincia di Novara
is one of  20 provincial observatorieses for
the chemical sector in Italy, which are an
operative branch of the Italian Ministry of
Industry.To conclude, Piedmont has 3 Uni-
versities with chemistry-related depart-
ments, 25 private and public Research
Centres (excluding the departments of the
universities) with recognized specialization
in chemistry-related topics and 4 Scientific
& Technological Parks with chemistry-
related competencies, 2 incubators and 
2 Business Innovation Centres.
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Piedmont Region

FACTS & FIGURES

• Inhabitants:
4,3 million 

• Area: 25.399 km2

• Gross Domestic
Product (GDP):
over 100 billion Euros 

• Main economic
sectors: car industry,
textile industry (80% of
the world's cashmere
passes through Pied-
mont), polymers and
chemicals, the food
sector (its outstanding
food and great wines
maintain their posi-
tion among the world's
top products), enginee-
ring industry, aero-
space and IT.

Chemical Industry

• Number of 
companies: 1.800

• Number of 
employees: 50.000

• Main sectors: Basic 
Chemicals, Synthetic
fibres, Pharmaceutical,
Plastic and Rubber,
Polymers, Petroche-
mical production.

• Major concentration
of chemical sector:
Provincia di Novara
with the two chemical
sites of S. Agabio
quarter and surroun-
dings and S. Martino
di Trecate (NO)

Switzerland

France

Italy

Italy

Torino

Italy


